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Remarks 

Claims 11-19 are pending in the application. All claims stand rejected. By this 
paper, claim 11 has been amended and new claims 20-26 have been added. 
Consideration of all claims herein is respectfully requested. 

Claims 11-19 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentab e 
over U.S. Patent No, 3,876,156 to Muschelknautz et al. ("Muschelknautz") in view of 
U.S. Patent No. 4,059,231 to Neu ("Neu"). By this paper, independent claim 11 is 
amended to include placing an inlet of an airflow means in communication with a 
venturi. These claimed limitations are not taught or suggested by the prior art 
references. 

Muschelknautz discloses the use of a propellent gas that is delivered under 
pressure to a jet tube to generate a gas stream. Column 4, lines 31-41 . Accordingly, 
there is no airflow means with an inlet that is in communication with or coupled to a 
venturi. Muschelknautz does not disclose any structure for an air flow means. In 
interpreting claims, the Patent and Trademark Office must take into account 
"whatever enlightment by way of definitions or otherwise that may be afforded by the 
written description contained in applicant's specification." In re Morris, 127 F.3d 
1048, 1054-55, 44 USPQ2d 1023, 1027-28 (Fed. Cir. 1997). In the present 
application, the air flow means is defined as a rotating mechanical device driven by a 
motor. Page 4, paragraph 15 and accompanying figures. Thus, an airflow means is 
a mechanical structure and not a propellent gas. A propellent gas also does not 
have an inlet to communicate with a venturi. 
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Independent claim 20 requires an airflow means that generates an airflow 
towards the airflow means. Muschelknautz does not disclose a mechanical structure 
that generates an air flow towards itself. Claim 20 further requires that the material 
pass through the venturi and into the air flow means. The cited references do not 
teach or suggest that the material passes through the venturi and into the air flow 
means. 

To establish prima facie obviousness of a claimed invention, all the claim 
limitations must be taught or suggested by the prior art." MPEP § 2143.03. As the 
cited references do not teach or suggest an air flow means and other associated 
limitations a prima facie case of obviousness does not exist against claims 1 and 20. 
In view of the foregoing, independent claims 1 and 20 represent patentable subject 
matter. As the remaining depending claims 2-19 and 21-26 each include the 
limitations of their respective independent claim, they likewise represent patentable 
subject matter. A Notice of Allowance is respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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